To Make an Inkle Loom/Card Weaving Loom:
You need:
· 8 foot board, 2 ½ inches wide by ¾ inch thick (of Poplar, Ash, Oak, or other hard wood) (a slightly thicker wood board will not make much difference, but a different width of wood will necessitate remeasuring  some of the wood lengths… it can be done, just measure twice and cut once!)

· 6 feet of 1 inch dowel to make 10 pegs, about 7 inches long  (Oak dowels measure about 3 feet while Poplar dowels measure about 4 feet, so you will need 2 dowel rods)

· Smaller dowel (possibly a ¼ inch diameter) to peg in the balance block (piece I), and if you desire to reinforce the upright and horizontal joints (optional)
· Wood Glue ( a small bottle will do)

· 5 to 8 furniture clamps, or C clamps (able to do a 3 to 4 inch span), or some other way of clamping the wood while it is drying.

· Drill bit for 1 inch hole, to sit the string pegs into. (I found a 1” paddle style bit worked better than a hole drill or auger type drill bit.)
· Drill bit (possibly a 1/4 inch diameter) for the smaller dowel used to peg in the stabilizing block (piece I). The drill bit will need to go through 2 thicknesses of the wood, and into piece I about an inch, so it should be able to drill a hole about 3 inches deep.
· Saw, miter saw, or table saw to cut the board and dowels into the lengths needed for the loom.

· Wood file, rasp, sand paper, or sanding block to smooth the wood so it will not catch the threads as you weave or get splinters.

· Wood putty or filler if you have small gaps in you joints. Again, it is not pleasant to have places for the string to get caught.

· Wood stain, polyurethane, or even paint to finish your loom.

· You do not need a fancy workshop. I did have a table saw in the garage, and did my cutting and drilling there, but the rest of the production was in my kitchen. After sanding, I vacuumed the house, which needed vacuuming anyway.
· Note that my Inkle Loom does not have a tensioning peg or some other way constructed in the loom to change the tension of the weaving. There are other loom designs that do include a movable peg or paddle. (Check on the internet or books for other designs.) I use a twisted string between the beginning and ending of the weaving to adjust the tension of the weaving.

Step one (day 1… about 2 hours time needed):
· Cut your board into the needed lengths. Each piece is labeled with a letter so you can keep track of which piece I am talking about. A = 30”, B and C = 8 ½ “, D = 14“, E = 7 ½ “, F = 3 ½ “, G and H = 11”, and I = the left over scrap of about 1 ½ “.  When measuring and cutting, take into account the width of the saw blade. Make sure all the pieces will fit onto your board, and have a bit extra length for the saw cut allowance. I then measured a piece, cut, remeasured the next piece, cut it, remeasured, cut, and so on for the whole board. (Remember the adage: “Measure twice, cut once”!)
· Cut the 1” dowel into 10 pegs are about 7” long. If you choose to make your pegs a different length, I would not recommend pegs shorter than 6”, or longer than 9” long. Make them all the same length on the loom.
· The length of the loom is made with pieces A, D, E, and F. This can be made longer or shorter as you desire. The 2 uprights are made with pieces B, C, G, and F. Their height can be changed to accommodate more or fewer pegs. The number of pegs, height of uprights, and length of loom influences the length of woven work will be done on the loom. The measurements of the loom I am proposing should make about a 6 foot length of trim. The span between the end of the long piece (furthest from the 2 uprights) and the top peg on the first upright near the middle is your weaving space.  If your cards are large, you do not wish to make the space too small. Also, the smaller the weaving span, the more often you will need to turn the weaving. The longer the span makes the loom more unwieldy to carry around. There is a stabilizing block, piece I, which can be omitted, but it does make the loom sit better on a table when you are weaving. 

· After cutting the board and dowel into the needed lengths, set aside the dowel pegs for now.  You are ready to glue the loom together. In essence, you are forming 2 looms and gluing them together to make the loom thicker and the long pieces overlap the short pieces to make the whole loom stronger and able to stand up to the tension put on it by weaving.  Lay out pieces A, B, and C to make one loom half. Lay out pieces D, G, E, H, and F to make the other loom half.  Lay out your clamps and make sure they are near fitting. Four clamps will be at the loom ends of A to D, B to G, C to F, and A to F. The fifth clamp will be on E to A. If you have more clamps, clamp the other end of the pieces, such as D to A, G to A, and F to A. 
· You can add the stabilizing block, piece I, now, or later. It will get attached to piece E or on the opposite side onto piece A. If you are looking down the length of the loop toward the back uprights, the stabilizing block and the pegs most often these are made to stick out on the right side, and this works well if you are right handed. If you are left handed, you may try putting the stabilizing block and pegs sticking out from the left side.  Keep piece I flush on the bottom. It is stronger if the grain is perpendicular to the grain of the rest of the loom, and not running with the same grain. Glue the stabilizing block on first. After it is dry, on another day, drill and glue in dowels to reinforce the block on the loom.
· Using a thin even layer of wood glue, glue the loom pieces together, and clamp them tight. Let it all dry at least 24 hours.
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Step 2 (day 2… about 1 hour time needed):
· File, rasp, and sand the loom length and uprights smooth. If some of the boards slid a little when clamped and you did not catch it before the glue was dry, you will want to rasp and file the boards flush.  Smooth the wood sides of the loom, and gently round the ends and edges a bit.  Make the loom nice to look at and smooth to the touch.
· If there are some gaps in the joining of the pieces, you will want to fill them with wood putty.  If you have filled gaps with wood putty, let it dry for another day.

· If you did not glue on the stabilizing block (piece I) before, do it now. 
Step 3 (day 3… about 2 hour’s time needed):
· Mark out where the pegs will need to go, drill the holes. The pegs’ strength under the tension of weaving and the loom’s strength is best if the pegs go all the way through the joined boards, but this is not totally necessary. At least make the pegs go through one board and ½ way into the second board. In most looms, the pegs are on the right side as you look down the long arm of the loom at the uprights at the back. A left hander may prefer the pegs on the left side.

· The peg at the end of the long arm of the loom will be centered 1” in from the end and 1” up from the bottom.  There will be 4 pegs on the near upright (B/G), starting from 1” down from the top, 2 ¼ inch apart. On the far upright (C/H), there are 3 pegs, starting from 1” down from the top, 2 ½ inch apart. There is a peg at the far end of the short arm of the loom. It is 1” from the end and 1” up from the bottom. The last peg is for string heddles when doing inkle weaving. It is forward of the near upright (B/G) on the long arm of the loom, 1” down from the top edge and 1” forward of the upright. This makes the inkle peg a little higher, and out of the way, than the pegs on either end of the horizontal. As you are planning the placement of the pegs for the loom, think about how the warp threads will wind back and forth. The back and forth winding of the warp will determine the length of the woven strip. 
· Glue and tap the pegs into the holes. You will want the pegs to stick out all be the same length, or it will be bothersome later when you are using the loom. Also, watch that they back ends of the pegs are flush with the loom on the back side. Correct this before the glue dries!
· Using the smaller dowel (1/4 “ diameter) and drill bit of its size, drill holes through the loom pieces A and E and into the stabilizing piece I. put some wood glue into the hole and tap in the dowel. 

· If you wish to reinforce the uprights and horizontal joints, drill 2 holes into the joint of G to A and G to A. Cut dowels the length of the 2 boards’ width. Glue and tap them into the holes.

· Let the whole loom dry at least 24 hours.
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Step 4 (day 4… about ½ hour needed):

· If you have additional gaps or tears in the wood that need wood putty filled in, do so.

· Then let it dry.
Step 5 (day 5-6… about 2 hours needed):
· Do your final sanding. Round off the sharp edges on the ends of the pegs.

· Clean off any sawdust!

· Stain, polyurethane, or paint your Inkle/ card weaving loom. This may be a 2 to 4 day job to do the top and the underside. Take your time and let it dry thoroughly (usually 24 hours) between coats.
· Let your Inkle/card weaving loom dry thoroughly before using, but then thread it up and have fun!
